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Building on the excitement
created by the move into the
CIS building in January
2007, the Department of
Computer Science had a
solid year, making marked
progress in teaching,
research and service, as
illustrated by the excerpts
below.

In fall 2007, Option 2
(business option) in the
computer science major was
expanded to give students a
choice of concentrations.
The revision is meant to
recognize the fact that
practicing computer science
professionals often find
themselves applying
computational principles in
domains with which they
may only have a passing
familiarity. The changes to
Option 2, which are effective
fall 2008, allow computer
science majors to choose a
concentration in business,
chemistry, biology, statistics
or digital arts. Other
examples of curricular
innovation in the department
can be found elsewhere in
the newsletter.

2007 also marked a banner
year for external grant
funding in the department.
With more than $1.4 million
in external funding, the
department was the fourth
highest funded unit at
UNCW. External grant funds
play an important role in
supporting faculty research,
provide research and travel

opportunities for students
and can help underwrite
outreach efforts within the
department. Departmental
research activities resulted in
numerous publications and
presentations that are
detailed under Faculty
Focus. This includes six
publications which featured
eightstudentco-authors and
presenters.

NSFfunded activities
resulted in the introduction

of computerbased modeling
using Squeak EToys in many
middle-school classrooms in
New Hanover, Pender and
Brunswick Counties. Squeak
EToys is a disarming, almost
infectious approach to
computer programming. As

a measure of its ability to
mesmerize children, consider
the anecdote of a student in
one of the participating
schools who, when informed
by the principal of

impending disciplinary
action, prote
not on Thursday. That is
when we have

The department made
headway in other areas as
well. Thanks to the
generosity of Larry
McAdams, president,
Construction Imaging
Systems, two new merit
scholarships in the amount
of $1,000 each were
established in the
Department of Computer
Science. Following the
success of the robotics

summer camp in 2006 and
2007, a new camp using the
Alice programming
environment was offered in
July 2008.

Looking forward, the 20089
academic year promises to be
busy. Among other things,
planning for a new
undergraduate major in
information technology is
underway and the department
anticipates making significant
progress in its efforts to
implement learning outcome’s

 assessment. In summary, we

* are good, working hard to
become better. As always, |
invite you to be a part of this
process in any way that you
can.

Sridhar Narayan, Ph.D.
professor & chair
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Summer Activities
Squeak Workshops

Internationally re- tion. Squeak has been  Alan Kay (pictured be- itrailblazerso
nowned computer sci-  used successfully across  10W) IS the recipient of nology with contribu-

entist, Alan Kay, helped  the globe to pique stu- the Alan M. Turing tions to products for

kick off the firstyearof dent sd i nter f‘é’ grd, theighest o Xerox, Atari, Apple,

a threeyear grant de- STEM fields at a much onor in the field of Disney and Hewlett

signed to help local earlier age. computing. He is con- Packard.

school districts fight the sidered to be one of the  (continued on p. 6)

national declining inter-
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Sridhar Narayan and
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tion of this course which received by students. higher classes such as  (continued on p. 5)

was approved by the When asked the question,
department to be are-  fiHow has your initial vi-
quired course for all sion of computer science

ﬁ:
computer science majorsc hanged after Tuu
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science, and whatare Al know a | ot more; it has

some of the research ~ helped me understand
activities of the CSC what certain classes are for
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Upsilon Pi Epsilon

International Honor SOCiety for the Computing and Information Disciplines

Upsilon Pi Epsi | on@gpicturedrae e o f f
left) inducted 11 new students into the local chapter of the
international honor society.

Congratulations téllen Rawls, Wade Grant, Ryan
Renniger, Kevin Matthews, Mike Haizlip, Matt Traynham,
Heather Jenkins, Josh Tobey, Dan Heywood, Beth Snead
and Melea Williams (all pictured below.)

Seiken Higashionna, William Shipman, Anthony Habash

New Camp: Digital Storytelling with Alice
Laurie Patterson and Marni Ferner offered the first ing this weelong session learn-

digital storytelling camp during summer 2008. The ing Storytelling Alice, a free pro-

camp was devel oped t hr ou ggham tatgntrauces bdsic pragrarkhihG W6 s

Information Technology Systems Division. Sixteen concepts through simple;[3 anima-

campers aged 10 through 12 spent their afternoons durtions. Storytelling Alice, a modified
version of the regular Alice software
used in high schools and colleges, is
targeted towards middiechool aged
students. Both versions are freely available at
www.alice.org. Along with gifts donated by Mobile
Education, LLC, each camper received his or her own
flash drive and text book at the end of the week. The
flash drives were donated by the Department of Com-
puter Science, and the books were donated by Cengage
Learning. The campers showed their own animated
movies to impressed parents on the last day of camp.



